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CONFIDENTIAL VIENTIANE 4414 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, KN, KS, LA 

SUBJECT: LAO RELATIONS WITH NORTH KOREA AND ROK 
REF: VIENTIANE 4347 

MR. CHIN OF ROK TRADE MISSION CONFIRMED TO US INFORMATION 
REFTEL THAT PGNU CABINET MEETING MAY 31 DECIDED TO 
ESTABLISH DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH BOTH ROK AND DPRK. 
CHIN SAID THAT PGNU WILL ANNOUNCE DECISION FOR BOTH 
COUNTRIES SIMULTANEOUSLY, BUT TIMING FOR THIS ANNOUNCE- 
MENT IS STILL BEING WORKED OUT. CHIN ANTICIPATES THAT 
ROK, WITH ADVANTAGE OF EXISTING TRADE MISSION IN 
VIENTIANE, WILL ACTUALLY ESTABLISH ITS EMBASSY BEFORE 
THE DPRK. CHIN APPARENTLY WILL BE ROK CHARGE. 
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